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killed by the enemy rather than see myself victorious
[7] in that fashion.’” After that, he addressed
himself to the other Christians, and, although the
youngest of the band, his zeal made him assume
authority to speak to them. ‘‘My brothers,”’ he
said, ‘‘ we would sin were we to follow the road
pointed out by the Demon. Let us rather go to-
ward the west, whence our enemies most frequently
come. If God choose to favor us, the devil will have
no share in his glory. If our infidel comrades meet
with the success that they expect, let us cheerfully
renounce it, rather than owe anything to their
impiety.”” He was at once obeyed; the infidels
went their way in one direction, and the Christians
in another.

I know not whether God granted the prayer of
that young Christian. At all events, without his
losing his life, the Infidels and their Demon were
defeated. In fact, they met the enemy but did not
kill one of them, the entire loss being on their side;
and they were so overcome by fright that, although
they were six times more numerous, the whole army
melted away, and thus ended the plans of their war.

[8] Afterward, throughout the whole summer,
there was nothing but fresh rumors of massacres
happening one after the other, in the heart of the
country, and close to the villages that were most
remote from the enemy; and yet it never was possi-
ble to capture more than two of those Adventurers,
who, having pushed ahead too recklessly, were
surprised in their ambushes. They were victims
doomed to the flames, and the objects of the cruelty
that is natural to all these barbarous Nations; but
they were souls destined for Paradise. No sooner



